
Fascinating world of Cho
proves to be 'great tease'
ARA JANSEN

Tom Clio's book Look Who's
Morphing is not for those who like
their stories thoughtless and simple.

In fact, it will probably take a
leap of faith and digging in first
before you figure out exactly what's
going on. But once it clicks, Cho's
world is a fascinating one.

Across 18 bizarre, funny,
menacing and imaginative short
stories, the narrator and his
extended family undergo
transformation and shape-shifting
through figures drawn from film
and television, music clips and video
games, porn flicks and comics.

The narrator is at one time
Godzilla, a Muppet, Whitney
Houston's bodyguard and a
robo-converted-human who
transforms into a four-wheel drive.

Dipping into his Asian-Australian

FESTIVAI
heritage, Cho
uses stories
like Chinese10 Whispers and
A Counting

Rhyme to slap us in the face with
the ease and carelessness by which
messages change for the worse as
they pass through different hands.
He extends his point by leading us
through seemingly random
wordplay which, when put together,

otters a shocking teeling of having
committed some great sin by simply
reading it.

Exploring the nature of identity
and how it constructs itself in this
world so utterly dominated by
popular culture images and mores,
the Melbourne writer calls Look
Who's Morphing a "great tease"
loaded with parody.

The book's climaxing fireworks is
Cock Rock, a fantasy where a King
Kong-sized rock star performs an
exhausting street concert before
lying down in a field only to be tied
down Lilliputian style and pleasured
by tiny women.

"I was interested in writing a
story with the theme of the phallus
and bringing together a few
different cultural influences," says
Cho.

"On one hand it is a mini essay
about the phallus but also a bit like a
manifesto of what sex could be like
or can be like - seemingly so full of
insight, ecstasy and play. There's also
an exploration of masculinity in a
very theatrical and musical way."

A writer since his mid-teens, Cho
works as a freelance writer and
continues to study at university. He
has had stories published
internationally and co-created Hello
Kitty, an award-winning show
combining literature with power

Wordplay: Tom Cho says he likes readers to be able to fill in the gaps.

ballads.
Influenced by the young adult

books Sweet Valley High, Cho
continues to be obsessed by the
series and owns around 70 books
which lie says provide solace and
grounding. "I like collections of
things," lie says referring to his
collections and his book. "I like the
gaps between things; the ability for
the reader to fill in the gaps, or not
fill them in and enjoy that sense of
disconnection."

Cho likes the way the stories in
Look Who's Morphing offer one idea,
but the reader brings their own
memories of the cultural reference
lie writes about thus creating a
vastly different mental image.

"When you scrutinise aspects of
this book, its outrageous," lie says.

"That's really part of the parody of
it all. If you read a book of fiction,
readers can be so interested in
trying to figure out if the narrator is
the author. If you read a nmenioir,
readers can be fascinated about how
much it can depart from the truth. I
guess it shows how curious, wilful
and disobedient readers can be."

Tom Cho will be a guest at the 2010
Perth Writers Festival. Look Whos
Morphing is published by Giramondo
($24.95).
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