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Middle Primary Morning Session 1 

Venue: Tent 

The Billionaire’s Curse with Richard Newsome 
10–10.45am 

Richard Newsome caused a publishing sensation with the release of his first book in 
2009, a page turning adventure that the critics have called a ripping debut. Come and 
find out what all the fuss is about.  

 

Robot Riot with Andy Griffiths 
10.50–11.35am 

Andy Griffiths is one of Australia’s funniest writers for children. His books have sold 
over four million copies, won numerous children’s awards and are guaranteed to 
make you laugh out loud.  

 

Upper Primary Morning Session 1 

Venue: Winthrop Hall 

Lighthouse Girl with Dianne Wolfer 
10–10.45am 

Fay lives alone with her father on bleak, windswept Breaksea Island, but her isolated 
life takes a dramatic turn with the outbreak of World War I. Based on the true story of 
Faye Howe, this gentle tale brings to life the hardships of those left at home during 
the war — waiting, wondering, hoping. Drawing on fascinating archival material, and 
interweaving fact with fiction, award-winning author Dianne Wolfer deftly recreates 
this period in Australian history from the perspective of a young girl. 

 

Magic and Spooks 
10.50–11.35am 

As the bestselling author of the Magyk series featuring Septimus Heap and the 
wonderfully spooky Araminta Spook books, Angie Sage knows a thing or two about 
both magic and ghosts. Join Angie as she shares some of her fantastical tales. 

 



Upper Primary Afternoon Session 1 

Venue: Winthrop Hall 

Just Macbeth with Andy Griffiths 
12.10–12.55pm 

Take one Shakespearean tragedy: Macbeth. 

Add Andy, Danny and Lisa – the Just trio, whose madcap exploits have already 
delighted hundreds of thousands of readers for the last ten years. 

Mix them all together to create one of the most hilarious, most dramatic, moving 
stories of love, Whizz Fizz, witches, murder and madness, from one of the best-selling 
and funniest children's authors in Australia. 

 

Edsel Grizzler with James Roy 
12.55–1.40pm 

Award-winning author James Roy talks about his entertaining new series Edsel 
Grizzler, set in a parallel dimension where there is no bed time, skateboarding is 
allowed and best of all there are no parents! 

 

 

Upper Primary / Lower Secondary Morning Session 1 

Venue: University Club Theatre 

Thrilling Tales  
10–10.45am  

Mark Walden and Jack Heath are writing about life in the fast lane. Spy aficionados 
will rejoice with this action packed, super slick session that will have you hanging 
onto the edge of your seat.  

 

Lord Sunday with Garth Nix 
10.50–11.35am 

This is the book that Garth Nix fans have been waiting for with bated breath … The 
final instalment of the blockbuster Keys to the Kingdom series is due in February 
2010. Don’t miss this great chance to hear Garth talk about the complete series.  



Upper Primary / Lower Secondary Afternoon Session 1 

Venue: University Club Theatre 

Chaos Walking with Patrick Ness 
12.10–12.55pm 

A highly original and unputdownable series for young adults, Patrick Ness’ Chaos 
Walking trilogy explores themes of loyalty, manipulation, moral ambiguity and 
violence, underpinned by a moving search for redemption and love. Find out why he 
deservedly won the 2008 Guardian Children’s Fiction Prize as Patrick talks about the 
dystopian future in his novels.  

 

Vultures Gate with Kirsty Murray 
12.55–1.40pm 

Much-loved Australian writer Kirsty Murray’s latest’s novel, Vulture’s Gate, is a 
gripping, fast-paced adventure. With a vividly realised setting in futuristic Sydney, it 
is a provocative page-turner with a chilling sociological twist. This riveting read 
explores ideas originating in popular science, including biotechnology and genetic 
science, as well as timeless questions about courage and survival.  

 

Upper Primary / Lower Secondary Afternoon Session 2 

Venue: Tent 

Syren with Angie Sage 
12.10–12.55pm 

Set in a brilliantly imagined kingdom, Angie Sage’s Septimus Heap series sparkles 
with fantastic characters, nail-biting plotlines and mysterious secrets. The latest 
installment, Syren, is the most thrilling yet. This is a great opportunity to hear Angie 
discuss the inspiration behind her magykal world.   

 

The 10PM Question with Kate De Goldi 
12.55–1.40pm 

Award-winning New Zealand writer Kate De Goldi’s latest book, The 10pm Question, 
is the warm and endearing story of Frankie and his family.  Frankie Parsons is 12 
going on old man, with a constant drumbeat of worrying questions steadily gaining 
volume in his head. The most worrying question of all concerns his mother, and this 
is one question he can’t bring himself to ask. This wonderful novel explores themes of 
anxiety, both Frankie’s day-to-day concerns as well as his mother’s debilitating 
agoraphobia, difference and belonging, family and finding our own sense of self.  

 

 



Upper Secondary Morning Session 1 

Venue: Dolphin Theatre 

A Melting Pot of Ideas: Kate De Goldi and James Roy  
10–10.45am 

From newspaper clippings to real life conversations, inspiration can be found in the 
most unlikely of places. But how do you pull the disparate pieces together to form an 
enthralling story? Two writers interested in challenging their readers’ views of the 
world, Kate De Goldi and James Roy discuss the inspiration for their latest books.  

 

Dark Futures: Kirsty Murray and Patrick Ness  
10.50–11.35am 

Imagine a world with no women, a place of disturbing secrets and life-threatening 
discoveries. Kirsty Murray and Patrick Ness’s new novels both explore futures with a 
twist. They discuss their highly original new novels.  

 

Upper Secondary Afternoon Session 2 

Venue: Dolphin Theatre 

So You Want to Be a Writer …  
12.10–12.55pm 

But where on Earth do you start? Jack Heath, Richard Newsome and Mark Walden – 
three fantastic authors with three very different routes to publication – are here to 
answer any questions you have about the writing and publishing process.   

 

Lord Sunday with Garth Nix 
12.55–1.40pm 

This is the book that Garth Nix fans have been waiting for with bated breath … The 
final instalment of the blockbuster Keys to the Kingdom series is due in February 
2010. Don’t miss this great chance to hear Garth talk about the complete series.  

 

 


