


THANK YOU

Thank you for supporting the 2010 Perth Festival Education Program and providing
your lucky students with a Festival experience. We are very pleased to be able to
offer you this resource pack in conjunction with your attendance of The Walworth
Farce.

This document is designed to support you in the role of facilitating learning and
organising Festival excursions. It is highly recommended that students know some
background information about the performance before they attend.

Should you have any feedback or queries, please contact me on 6488 8636 or at
schools@perthfestival.com.au. You will also find up-to-date information on our
website perthfestival.com.au/schools.

I look forward to hearing from you soon and truly hope you and your students have
an unforgettable Festival.

Kind regards,

Mandy Hawkhead
Perth Festival Education Officer

PS Don’t miss Director, Mikel Murfi in conversation with Playwright, Reg Cribb in a
pre-show talk on Wed 24 February at 6pm.

………………………………………………………………………………………………......
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INFORMATION

ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE

VENUE Playhouse Theatre, Perth

DURATION 2hrs including interval

THEMES Identity, memory, family, routine, displacement, reality

SUITABILITY Year 10–12 Drama

COMPANY Druid Ireland

DIRECTOR Mikel Murfi

PLAYWRIGHT Enda Walsh

PRESENTED BY Perth International Arts Festival



SYNOPSIS

Everyday, the same routine. Set in a council flat on the 15th floor of a tower block on

the Walworth Road, a father and two sons act out as farce the day the father left

Ireland to live in London. The father stars as himself, Dinny – a house decorator then

brain surgeon from Cork. The two sons, Blake and Sean, take on between eight

other characters – including, on Blake’s part, three women.

The farce is frenetic, madcap slapstick – a trial for the greatest gymnast – and

everyday they have it all to play for, the acting trophy – daily coveted and daily won

by Dinny. Farce it may be, but for these three men locked in this room it must count

as the truth – ‘this story we play is everything’ – as a shield against all that threatens

from outside.

 

Sean does go outside daily, to the local Tesco for the running props, six cans of

Harp, 15 crackers with spreadable cheese, ten pink biscuit wafers and one oven

cooked chicken. The cashier has been growing friendlier towards him, and today he

is especially distracted by her – she invites him to spend the day with her on Brighton

Beach – and so he brings home the wrong shopping. The farce has begun before he

realises. Mid-stream, the father lets rip, Ryvitas are a shambles – ‘The story doesn’t

work if we don’t have the facts and Ryvitas aren’t the facts...’ – but salami is too

much to take. He gets the boys to recite again the fixed narrative of his journey to

London, how London is peopled by hordes out to get them – a rehash of words with

no meaning or savour left in them for the boys.



The father wielding narrative as a vice brings them to heel, however, scotches doubt,

quells resistance – especially from Sean – and the farce resumes until a real knock

comes to the door. Hayley is the cashier from Tescos. She has the missing shopping

and, as Dinny says, she’s ‘black’. She evidently has developed a romantic interest in

Sean and is returning the shopping as a ruse to get to know Sean better. But the

farce plays out around her without explanation; and what she first finds funny and

cute, she discovers to be a whole lot darker and just a bit sick. She confronts Sean,

nothing gives. She attempts to leave; Dinny blocks her passage and locks the door.

When Dinny goes further and pushes Sean and Hayley to re-enact their scene in

Tesco, Hayley realises a need for cunning and eventually, at Dinny’s behest, she

joins the farce.



ABOUT DRUID

At the heart of everything we do is our audience. Our goal is to create electrifying

theatre experiences for every person, in every place and every time we perform.

Druid was founded in Galway in 1975 by graduates of the National University of

Ireland, Galway, Garry Hynes, Mick Lally and Marie Mullen – the first professional

theatre company in Ireland to be based outside Dublin. The company has had two

artistic directors: Garry Hynes (1975–91 and 1995 to date) and Maeliosa Stafford

(1991–94).

Druid presents work at home in Galway as well as touring extensively in Ireland.  The

company also tours to key global centres around the world, making Druid one of the

best known theatre companies in the English-speaking world. In 2009 and 2010,

Druid will tour internationally to Australia, Canada, New Zealand, the UK and the

USA.

The New Electric Ballroom, presented by the Perth International Arts Festival in 2009.



Recent productions include The Gigli Concert by Tom Murphy, The Cripple of

Inishmaan by Martin McDonagh, The New Electric Ballroom by Enda Walsh

(Edinburgh Fringe First Winner 2008) and The Walworth Farce by Enda Walsh

(Edinburgh Fringe First Winner 2007).  Other acclaimed Druid productions include

three works by John B Keane, Sive (2002), Sharon’s Grave (2003) and The Year of

the Hiker (2006), and Martin McDonagh’s The Beauty Queen of Leenane (1996)

which won Druid four Tony Awards.

INTERESTING FACTS & FIGURES

• Druid believes that audiences have a right to see first-class theatre close to home.

Hence, the company has toured extensively in both Ireland and overseas.

• Since 1979 the company has had its own theatre on Druid Lane in Galway.

• Druid is committed to new writing. In the past 15 years, Druid has premiered 23

new plays. Fourteen of these were the professional debut for the writer.

• In 2007 the DVD set of DruidSynge (Druid’s staging of all six of Synge’s plays on

the same day) was released and presented to every school in Ireland.

• Druid supports new playwriting talents. It consistently commissions, develops and

produces new plays by emerging and established writers from Ireland and abroad.

ABOUT DIRECTOR, MIKEL MURFI

Mikel Murfi is an actor, writer and director from Sligo, Ireland. He has worked

extensively in film, television and theatre. Murfi completed his trained at Ecole

Jacques Lecoq, Paris, before founding Barabbas, the company with whom he

performed and directed over a period of eight years.



ABOUT PLAYWRIGHT, ENDA WALSH

Enda Walsh is one of Ireland's most widely performed contemporary playwrights. An

award-winning writer for theatre and film, his feature film Hunger won the Camera

d'Or for Best New Feature at the Cannes Film Festival 2008.

Walsh attended the same secondary school where both Roddy Doyle and Paul

Mercier taught. Having written for the Dublin Youth Theatre, he moved to Cork where

he wrote Fishy Tales for the Graffiti Theatre Company, followed by Ginger Ale Boy

for Corcadorca Theatre Company. His main breakthrough came with the production

of his play Disco Pigs in collaboration with director Pat Kiernan of Corcadorca. Since

then he moved to London, where he has been particularly prolific over the past five

years, bringing his productions to 13 stage plays, two radio plays and two

screenplays.

Enda Walsh’s plays have been performed worldwide and have been translated into

more than 20 languages.  He has received four Edinburgh Fringe First Awards as

well as a Critic’s Choice Award (1997) and the Edinburgh Herald Archangel Award

(2008) for his contribution to the Edinburgh Festival Fringe.



AUDIENCE ETIQUETTE

It is very important that you know something about audience etiquette before you attend a

Festival event. You will be attending performances with the general public who, just like you,

want to enjoy the performance without distractions. Test yourself by filling in the gaps below:

• Make sure p_________ are switched off.

• No use of c_________.

• No t_________ or m_________ around during the performance as this distracts other

audience members

• Make sure you go to the t_________ before the show or at interval (if there is an interval)

• Don’t rustle the program or make unnecessary n_________ during the performance

• No e_________ or d_________

• Pay a_________ at all times. Imagine how the performers would feel if they looked up and

saw audience members looking elsewhere or even sleeping!

• Applaud at a_________ times

• Don’t s_________ along, c_________, or t_________ your feet in musical performances.

This distracts other audience members.

• Make sure you d_________ in an appropriate way for the performance, the venue and the

time.

• Follow your t_________ instructions at all times. They have put in a lot of effort to take

you to the event so make sure you show them that you appreciate this through your

behaviour and your thanks.

• Go to the performance with an o_________ m_________ and a p_________

a_________.  Even if you have never enjoyed this type of performance in the past, if you

try hard enough you will definitely be able to find at least one part of the event that you

appreciate.

And the golden rule of audience etiquette is, do not to do anything that makes people

notice ___________ instead of the performance.



MEDIA

PROJECT, DUBLIN
DEC 2008
‘Druid’s superbly realised production, under the direction of Mikel Murfi,
counterbalances comedy with tragedy in a production you’ll want to see again and
again'

‘The Walworth Farce moves at break-neck speed…..underscored by Walsh’s
bracing, black-as-coal wit’
Metro

NATIONAL THEATRE, LONDON
SEP - NOV 2008
‘savage, bleak and thrilling’
Metro

‘Enda Walsh’s Irish passion play is loud, mad and viciously theatrical. Its ranting
virtuosity and exceptionally grounded performances make it remarkable’
Time Out

‘This is a passion play’
Time Out

‘Walsh is a writer whose every line swaggers with imagination, humour, toughness or
all three.’
The Times

‘Enda Walsh effectively combines violence and humour’
Tribune Magazine

‘An intoxicating evening’
The Guardian

‘Walsh is certainly an original, highly talented writer…cleverly constructed and
brilliantly acted’
The Financial Times

ST ANN’S WAREHOUSE NEW YORK
APRIL – MAY 2008
‘The Walworth Farce is as brilliant an original as you are likely to see in the theater
this year’

‘It is exhilarating to hang on for dear life on a ride through Mr. Walsh’s bold, original
imagination’
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From left, Garrett Lombard, Denis Conway and Tadhg Murphy in Enda Walsh’s new play, "The Walworth Farce." 
�
By BEN BRANTLEY 
Published: April 19, 2008 
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EXCURSION DOCUMENTATION 

Please contact the Education Officer for further information 

 

PURPOSE OF THE EXCURSION 

• To view a performance of The Walworth Farce as part of the Perth International Arts 

Festival 2010. This has links to the Drama and English learning areas of the 

Curriculum Framework. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

• Venue: The Playhouse Theatre, 3 Pier St Perth. 

• For a map and detailed venue information: 

playhousetheatre.com.au/default.aspx?MenuID=98. 

• For more information: playhouse@aegogdenperth.com.au or (08) 9323 3400. 

 

TRANSPORT 

• Transport arrangements are the responsibility of the school.  

• For public transport options contact Transperth transperth.wa.gov.au.    

• Buses can drop school groups off in the charter bus bay, on the southeast side of 

Pier St, between Hay St and St Georges Terrace. Buses can then park up alongside 

Synergy Parkland, May Drive in Kings Park or in Nelson Crescent near the WACA.  

• Schools are advised to allow adequate time for travelling to the venue and to arrive 

30 minutes before the performance commences. Latecomers will not be admitted 

until an appropriate break in the performance. 

 

STUDENTS 

• This performance is suitable for Year 10-12 students. It contains Curriculum 

Framework links to Drama and English.  

• Students will be involved in viewing a performance that is two hours including 

interval.  

• If you are bringing students with special needs or intensive health care needs please 

contact the venue to ensure that the venue is suitable. 



SUPERVISOR / SUPERVISORY TEAM 

• It is the responsibility of the school to develop a supervisory team that meets their 

specific requirements in line with the recommendations for supervision below.  

• Perth International Arts Festival, performers and venue staff may lead, demonstrate, 

perform and present activities but will not undertake any role in a supervisory 

context. 

 

EXTERNAL PROVIDOR INFORMATION 

• The Perth International Arts Festival presents The Walworth Farce as part of the 

2010 program. 

• The Festival has a public liability insurance policy for $20 million. 

 

SUPERVISOR STRATEGIES 

• The development of supervision strategies is the responsibility of schools. The Perth 

International Arts Festival recommends the ratio of one teacher per 10 primary 

students and one teacher per 15 secondary students as a guide.  

• School groups will be seated together in the theatre where possible to assist in 

supervision. It is recommended that teachers spread themselves amongst their 

students in the venue so they can monitor student behaviour.  

 

IDENTIFICATION OF EXCURSION PARTICIPANTS 

• This is the responsibility of schools.  

• School uniform or some form of easily identifiable item for each student is an option 

which may be considered by schools. 

 

COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES 

• The contact phone number for The Playhouse Theatre is 9323 3400. 

• The contact phone number for the Perth International Arts Festival is 6488 2000.  

 

 

 

 

 



EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 

• Schools will have their own Emergency Response Plan pertaining to the particular 

needs of their students. 

• The Playhouse Theatre has an extensive Emergency Response Plan in place 

including a PA system and audible fire alarms.  Please note that this document is not 

publicly available.  Please contact the venue for further information if require. 

•  In the event of a site emergency, school supervisory teams are responsible for the 

managing the movement of students under the direction of venue staff. School 

supervisory teams are strongly recommended to meet identified supervision 

requirements to further support these procedures. 

• It is suggested that school staff have access to a list of names of participating 

students, contact telephone numbers, student medical information and relevant health 

information of supervisors. 

 

BRIEFING STUDENTS AND SUPERVISORS 

• Comprehensive Audience Etiquette Guidelines are contained in this pack. 

•  It is the school’s responsibility to brief students on excursion arrangements and 

performance etiquette prior to attending.  

• Please arrive half an hour before the show is due to commence. 

• Should there be any questions and to clarify excursion arrangements, teachers are 

encouraged to contact the Education Officer on 6488 8636. 

 

OTHER RELEVANT DETAILS 

• This performance contains coarse language. This warning is present in both the 

Education Program Brochure and the Education Section of the Perth Festival 

website. 

 

 

 

 

This information is valid from 5 February to 1 March 2010 
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